NEWSLETTER

THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
LA SOCIETE BIBLIOGRAPHIQUE DU CANATDA

Editar;: Dr. David M, Havne, Volume 53, Number 1,
University College, September 1961
Taoranta 5, Ontaria

Published guarterly in September, December, March znd June for members

of the Eibllagraphical Saclety of Canada.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Sociecy,

June 20, 19561,

"Rineteonth Contury Poetry in the Maritimes and
Problems of Research!
by
Dy, Fred Cogswell,

Tniversity of Hew Brunswick.



24

MINUTES OF THE I901 AHNKUAL MEETIHG

The Annuwal Hﬂubing pf the Bibliographical Scciety of Canada was held on
Tuesday, June 20, 196l, at & p,m,, In the Verandah Dining Foom of the
Algonguin lotel, 5K, Andrews, ¥ew Brunswick, ‘durlag the {(onference of the
Canadian Library Asgociation. About sixby persons were prasent.

The President, Mias Vernos Hoss, called che meeting to ovder and
weleomed all members and gueests, Tt wes moved bw My, Harlow and seconded
by Mr. Allispn that the minutes of the lzat Annveal Meeting be taken =3
printed in the Septesher 1940 1ssue of the Kewaletter.

The President, in her report, noted that four numbers: of the Yewslebter
hzd been zent to members during the yesr and that Dr. Hayne, the editor, was
anxlous to enlargse the publicabian, She suggesated that membera should zend
1n as ALY conbribulions as ';:--:::j:jﬂﬂﬂ in the Way of hikl in:-gt'.iphin:al [LEWE 4
notes, or shert articles, as wall as any suggestlons. Mlss Reoas referred to
Miss Marie Tremaine's paper given ab the last Aomual Mesting fn Montreal
and said thac we hoped ce publish this in che near futurs, A porbicn of a
letter from Mizs Tremaine was resd in which she explsined the delay as
followa: "Aa Zfor the paper, 1 <an't give vou anvthing further than the
lest tlme, We are stlLll working on organlizaticral phases which 1 want to
cover when [ fipally wrice up the planning and opsrabion of this biblio-
graphic project. I don"t know when that will be, but I will submit che
paper first to B,5. of C. of course,"

The President aleo apcke regarding &2 possible supplement Eo the
Bibliogrephy cof Cawmadfan Biblicgraphies. BShe mentioned that a shore 1ist
had been published In Che March Jewsletter snd cthat it was proposed Chat
Ehis be done ence a vear wntil such time =2a we might have sufficient
material to print a proper supplement Iin format similar to the basic
wolume. Dr. Tanghe had very kindly undertaken Che responsllblity far chese
supplements,

Miss Ross reported a btotal membarship of LeE - one 1ife membar, forby-
two institvticnal members and one hundred snd seventven individval membars.
It was planned that a2 apecial &rive be undertsken this wear to increase
this pumber znd Miszs Rass suggestad that anyone present, who would I1ike ta
Jodn, da so after the meebing.

The Secretarv-Tressurer then read the Tressurer's report, iz which she
poted a belance 1n the general account of 5307.85 and in the B,0,.B, account
of 316%,%8. It was maved Dy Mrs, Jeacolbsen and seconded by Mr. Wett chet
these reparts be adopted, Carciad,

Miss Gladys Shepley presented the fallowing repore of the Nominating
Committes:

NMeoorary President Tr: Leorne Pierce
Presidsaat; Miss Vernon Ross
lat Vice-Preasdidanpl Mr, Willard Izeland
2nd Tice-Presidenl: Miss Marion B. Brown

necretary-Treasurar; Mre. R.0. Jacobsaen



Associate Seeoretary: Mr., {lauds B, Aubry
Council Membera, Mrs. Tasabsalle Hkelly
1961-1%64 Mr, Robert Blackburn

Continving on Council: Dr. Raymond Tanghe, Paat Presidentc
Pr., David M, Hayne - Co 1963
Dr, Bamusl Eothstein - co 1963
Mr. T.R, McCloy = to 1962
Mias Martha Shepard - to 1962
¥Mr. David W, Folew, Chafrman,
Publicarions Commilbbee,

Submitted by Juliette Chabot, Robert Roegers and Gladys Shepley,Chairman.
It was moved by Father Morlsset and seconded 5y Miss Grace Lewis thet this
report be adapted, Thers being no further nomirationz, the moblon was
carried.

Mr. Laurie Allizon then introduced the speaker, Dr. Fred Ceozswell, as
o Conadian poet,; teacher, editor and friend of Camadian literature. He
mencicned cthat Dr, Cogswell was & native son of Mew Brunswick and a praduate
of the Univerzity af Few Brumswick; that he had published sowveral volumes of
poecry and the Chapbook Series and wes poetry editor of The Fiddlehead., Or.
Cogawell is now doing reaearch on "Literature in the Maritime Provincea from
1825 ko IBBO0Y for the Literary History of Ceneda.

Dr. Cogawell then speke to the Soclety on "Hineteenlbh Century Poetry in
the Maritimes and Praoblems of Research”. ({The btext of Dr. Cogswell'a paper
appears In & later section of this Mewsletber,)

Mr, Lochhead thanked DIir. Cogswell for his most intereacing address,
congratulating him first on reading zixsy Move Scotian and Mew Brimswick
poetes. However, he [elt that, taxing as the Job had heen, it had sai=so been
fun and that we would leok forward co the publication of the Literary
Hizteory of {lanada, Mr. Lachhesd felt chac it was reasonable to chink thet
8 collection af the poems gathered would see the light at some future date.
Ir. Cogawell bthen snswered seversl guestioms put by the sudience, auch as
the possibility of there being alse hidden Ontario poets, sod haw he had
discovered thece Meritime posks,

¥iss BRozs, before closing the meeting, thanked D, Lorne Pierce for
his helpful adviece and kind support and Mrs, Jacohsen for her great
interest, vigilance and diligence In the affairs of the Scclecy. Miss
Ross also expressed her cthanks te Dr. Hayme for all che work he had dene
in connection with the Wewsletter and to Dr. Tanghe for his watchfulness
aver B.C,H., and to all other members of the Council for their comtribuotion
to the welfare of the Soclecy.

After Miss Boss had weleomed the noew members of the Council for 196L-
1962, the meeting was adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

Vernon Boss, Ezther Jacoh=zen,
Preaident. Sepretary-Treasurer.
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ATLAMNTIC PROVIMCES GCHEGKLIGST

Volume & (Jenuary-December L9603 of the Atlantic Previnces Checklist has
now appeared. Complled and edited by members of the Atlantic Frowinces
Library Associstion, the Checklist iz published and distributed by the

Atlantic Pravinces Eeongmle Council, 205 Scucth Park Strest, Halifax, KHewva
Seab{a, Price 51.00.




WINETZENTH CENIURY POETEY IN THE MARITIMES aND¥ FROGLEMS
0F HESEARCH

About four wears ago, Professor O,F, Kllock crganized a Literary History
of Capdds, bo be bhe joint worlk of several schalara,. Areas of reasarch were
allotbed and summer granbs made available through che Canada Council. T was
gssigned "Literatwre in the Maritime Provinees Lrem 1825 to 18B0.7

I f the poecry T was called upon to deal wich included only chat conbained
in our standard tweptiebh-century anthologles dealing with the perlod, or
gven 1f I read only the works of those poets mentioned in the lastest hand-
books of Canadian litersture, I would have had very lictle to do indeed. The
official ceneon of poetry in the Maritime provinces for the pericd between
1825 and 1880=--the date of publication of 3ir Charles G.D. Raberts' Orien--
consists of the works of Joseph Howe and Oliver Goldsmith in che 1520':z and
1830 s, and cthose of James DeMille amd Jahn luncer Duvar 1a the 1570's and
15300 s,

When T Locked at the gquactity of work produoced in poetry in the Maritime
provinces during that pericd, I found an amazingly different plecture. T was
overwhelmed by the amounk and wvariety of verse to be found Lo newspaper,
magazine, and book publication.

The publiszhing of poetry in book form in the Maritimes flourished
throughout the mid-nineteenth century. Halifaw publizhed 60 book titles
of verse over a period of 30 years; Saint John had 23, In all, 140 titles
by 91 different Maritime posts were publiszhed during the pericd under survey.
One hundred and sight beocks of verse were actually printod within che
Maritime provinces. A few locsl hooka even went throuzh second cditions.
These worka showed & preat varistion in theme and in guality of execublan--a
variatlion often serceptible within & alngle wvolume.

Allar ha','irlg ragdd aboge B I_.:i_L]l.'.:_;, T ncas :’:-\.‘.1:1:_'11.|.lﬂ;E that 'I'[El'l:-:'E,, -.?EIldEE‘lf_th,
NeMille, and Duvar afe nob mounbain pealks or sven plateauws but only four
among many conbemporaries wha wrote with egqual skill asmid ocften preater
televance, For example, A Lay of the Wilderness by "4 RKatdve of New
Brumswick!, publisghed in Sainc Jehn in 1833, is no worse technically (it
could hewrdly be) than Oliver Qoldasmith's ""The Elaeing Village" snd ie far
superfar Lo reallsm, Alezander Rae QDarvie, A0, MacMelll, and Willdism
Murdach gre intellectualy equsl and peetically superior te Joseph Howe, and
Lhe work of Peter Jahn ,|!|_|_|_.;|.,-|, whe: died at Fradericcoon In LELE a6 the a2oe aof
23, shows wvqual ability in execubicm an¢ far greaber promise than the work
af John Hunter Duvar.

About pne=third of the wvolumes published cen be diacarded =z the
dogeerel of seml-literats gcranks, The remalaing two-Chirds are che work of
wiell educaced profeszional men==clergymen, dacbors, lawyers, and jonrmalisks
-—and wemen with Leisers time. ALl Shese had scudied contemporary Britbish
and American poebrzy and wvsed it as a model for their own work--work,
incidentally, which cften pertained to the writcer's Msricime background
gnd peculiarly locsl problema and incerests. Much of this work i= s&8 skilfully



constructed, as relevant to the concerna of local society, as Roberts' Drion.

A few examples will illustrate both the techmical ability of, and the
literary [nfluences Impinglez upon, little known Maritime poets. For cxample,
A.K. Archibald in his Poems, published [n Boston in 1B48, skilfully =dapcs the
chbava rima of Lord Byrom's Dun Juan La purposes af loecal setire. Witness thie
extract from MAngels":

Eer dreas was silk, of course, and wvery fine,

And new, ané made Iin the firat faszhion then

Afloat: frwas sald, 'the sleevesz imply design,

Twpn Ly }ards of sLlk, she thinka, will please the meni'
But they were wrong; perhaps Chere wmight b2 nine,

(r thereaboutz, T'm aure not more than Len

Coatzined in both the aleevez, including bows,

Puffs, pipes, earved-work, and taps, snd furbelows.

Mow reader, think yourself in some vast wild,
And thet 8 lovely spot had cawghl your eye,
Where 1ilies, raoses and carnations piled
Prafusely, wet arranged f{n order high,

Stood blushing fair, and that the sight begviled
If not 8 tear, & scmething 1ike & algh;

Then cof her head-dress wou'we a passing view,
4nd the effect produvced was like IC too.

Kine years earlier, Arthur Sladen had published The Conflagration in Saint Juhm.
Thiz coem is memorable for ft: author's individual wveriation wpen Byren's
ottava rime=-g variation having all the advantages of rhyming surprise that
cttava rims possessed, plus the added virtue of belnpg faster moving and hence
mere suited to narrative.

And certalnly, 'tis astartling--when you know

& little time may bring the flames ta bear

On vour own mansion, ten dacra off or =o,

AC grester distsnce or perhaps more Near,

Just e it happens==aurcly "tis appslling

When tarchiike branda upon wour rtoaf are fallinmp;
When fire, as thick as snow-flakes, falls around one,
"Mis guite emough, I cake 1f, to confound cme.

Porth from thelir glecmy vaults vall pipes of wine,
With puncheons, their comates in 'durance vilg'=-
Their prisonhouze no longer can enshrine

Theae rare depozits--men in 'rank and file'

Are rolling from the Zury thet'a approaching

What scme, perhags, imagin'd worch the breaching;
Barrels, &nd all the hoop=bound Bretherheood

Were mix'd pell mell, the worthless with the good...



Bales, hoxes, bundles, beautiful displays

0f fwman skill fo deck the beauteous fair;

{Sorts without mumber in these modiah days)

With pilez of coarser and more ponderocus ware,
Obstruct the way--books, bonnets,  mantles, muffs,
Bandbhazes, butter, heterogenous atuffg==

With faney ormaments of gilt and plitter,
Magnificently mingled io & litter....

In 81l secondsry achool and university education, che classics held an
heneured place da the Mardtdme provioces througheat the nineteenth century.
Ik is therefore nob surprising ko find that tranzlation playvad a prominent
part in leecal verse., William Blowers Bliss publ ished an entire wvolume of
Lranslations into Bnglizh from the Greek snd Latin classics. Silas Tertios
Rand carried the oppaoaite process to &n extreme of agbsurdity, translating
evengelical hwvmns of the Baptist church Into rhyming Letin wverae. Moses
Herdy Wickeraon's attempt teo adapt Horesce's "Epode IT" to a "homespun' Nova
Scoclen asecting is perhaps Ehe most aviginzal;

How bleskt, remobe [rom husiness scrife,
Iz he wha Leads a qguiet life,

Aa did our sires--the happy dwellers
In colbks with large potata cellars,--
Entirely free from sll the din

0Of thie eternal age of tind

Wo firs=-alesrma disturb his sleep--
He has no venture on bhe dasap

The midalght sterm without may toar,
And Burl huge breakers oo the shore,
They cannal even drown his snorel

The air he breathes i free from taint!
He Lliwes unknown to pride’s veastrvalok,
He '.-.TT.EE].‘_E,-' shiinsg the courl [ af 1.".!.-.!

As he would shun Ehe Ziger's paw.

He has no money o invesl,

3o never has & hellow chest; --

He melts pob down o'or cards and wine,
Hor heeds: if shares ané scocks decline.
With Limbs inured to honest ftodl,

Ee cultivates peternal soil,

And meny a busy hour devotes

To berley, turnips, beans, and oats,
And sees his broad Fields sprinkled over
And blushing ripe wich scented clover.

Allied Ce translating the clesssics fs imitabtion of them. Meny an eplgram,
mdny & satire.was produced by Meritime peets,. Tor example, A.D, MacMelll's
"Free Will":

Yes, man is bold and free, snd vet, samehow,

A something, not himeself his free-will swaws,
Like as the river from the mountain's braw
Flowz freely, while the valleys ahape ite wawys,
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I have only time for two of the many epigrams of superlor guelity written by
Macchew Bichey ¥nlght of Bolestown, Wew Brunswick., These are:

Although through 211 che round
Of faces £air, love ran,
Mothing more feir he found

Fut ends where he began.

ard 5
When, zin is vet a babe
Gatan supporks his cwog
When sin becomes 8 mon,
Then he can walk slene.

More pungent, 1f less postic, Iz Moses Mickerson's "& Burning Question':

In all good faicth and sobristy,
You often have ssked me to tell
What would become of society
Were 1t not for hell.

Perhapa wyou would de as well
To pander, by way of variety,
What would become of hell
Were it not for sociecy?

In general and peracnal sstire longer then the eplpram; there sre plenty of
examplea, netably Lo the work of Jebn LePage, Andrew Shiels; Willlam and Robert
Murdoch, and Moses Hickersan, Andrew shiels, o Cape Breton blacksmich,
expressed himself In pungent couplets about Lhe pelltical carruptlion of Slr
Jobepy A, Mecdenald's cabinet:

We do nat know, iC is not easily kneown,
Hew mach dizhonour ouest e gulped down,
Lefore 4 candidate for place is fite=-

In the Dominion Cebiner to =4t7

How much pellution of a piows kind

With petrictism 1s co be entwined?

Or baze & resutation shewld he o'er

Tt may the title "Heoncurable' hear?

Mo, that £5 quite beyond the poet's skill,
Bub Ottawa cocld answer if it will....

¥oaea Hardy NWickersom pilloried s locel worthy in the Shelburne County Milicia
aa follows:

'Tiz tha dsvy of the drill and the wanlks saom F1L11
With tha very flower of the nation,

Fut the blasdiess plain for this campainn

L& somebody's turnip plentacion.



But Ieck at the man who leads the wvan,
in abject to cause reflectionag

He Lo major-in-chiel by vight of a leaf
Which he got from the book of directions.

He shows more skill fin milicia drill

Than in ciher departoents of Labor;

Though hiz nands were mede for wislding the spsde
Or enything szlae but = zsbre!l

Tet when he 15 elad in warlike red
With a borrowed horse to ride om,

He would easily pass--as did the ass
That put the lion's hide on.

More prevalent even than the classical fnfluence i the Maritime provinces
during the niseteenth century was Lhe influence of remanticism. Maritime poetbs
practised romanticism not as an organic growth imposed from within but as =
convencicon with which ceo decorste =eathetic passagea and to dignlfy moral aones,
In the handling of verze forms, 1in the [ndividual line, they are not deflclent.
Lf in no way orlginal, the following sCanzas by the New Brunswick poeb, Amas
Chandler, ars dignified and sELLfully constructead:

God's wondrous work arocund Che ¢yelic span

0f far-cff ages, beyond farthest time,

Zhall be eternsl sz they'we been sublima:
Meture iz but the archecype of man,

Convulsed and changing as the human heart;
With eleud and sunshine on her hrow, |:-_',' burns:
With ealm and tempest, forming there a part
2f her existence: in her beozom burna

The gelf-zame lemp of dmmorcality;

Ag leaf from breonchi; a2 acorn frowm the treey
Az Flower Srom the parent stem are we

& part of bher--aye, [rom her lolns are cast--
Like £o a mother's, we cling tenderly

Onta her =ilde; end, even in death, sleep on her breast at laat.

ALl nature weeps, [or over the fair land

Neath's icy [ingers have been spread, alas]

ALL nature weeps, for owery bBlade of grass,

ind Leaf, and flower--from great Ccean's strand

Far back fo proves behind cthe anclent hilla--
Low=acticken lie uvpon che heart of eartch,

Ho longer now che voelce of Swmmer [L11s

The welkir wich her clear hnarmonlous mirth,

La, Winter! snow-crowned, from Lhe #ild narch skies
The atorm=king comea--swiit as an eapgle fllies,

By dark gales borne-- and, like a preat ses-wall,
Dark relling clouds, black as & funeral pell,
Eowrap hls form: Hark! from the wountalns he

The deacth=curse ahouta, till echoes back Spring Immortality!
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In this leat atanza, one aeea the gheat of Shelley being glven gomething like
a loczl hebitation and a home., Only a Maritimer could have linked the storm
with the image of "the great sea-wall'.

4.7, MacHell of Orangedsle, Nova Secotils, makes 2kilful use of Tennvson's
"In Memorism" metre in his poem TEvelution":

vochnd who, that zaw 8 ciny zeed
Unfelding to & tree or fern,

Can find'it difficult ko lesrn

The great but from the less procaad,

Asleep a thousand azilent wears

The Life within the zeed may hids;
But heat and molature ence aupplisd
Iy lEEfF aten LE qu{¢h|§ FT s

through plants, reptiles, and memmala, MacHell treces the evelutlanary process
Lo its climax, & man=-llxe spe;

And laat ie Bvolubiom's plam,

The noblest, wisest, snd the best,
The joint production of the rest,
The peerless form divine cf man,

Who sgea past the desert trad

A hairy ape, alert end gulchk

Well verged in every monkey-tricl,
Mor dresmt of apgel or of God;

The "ape's progress" via social end environmental elireumstances 1s then detalled
unkil;

Tnfolding thus in Yature's plan
Increased the sobtle slmlan mind,
Tntil completed and refine:d

We loze the monkey in the man.

These verases give the lie¢ to the myth of cultiral lag insofsr as it applias
to the educsted pecple in the Maricime provinces Cthrovghout the nineteenth
century. Mases Nickerson wea quick €o comment in weree on any aubstanding
political or literary event in Eurcpe, and newspaper editors were guick to
publish his comments. Mnight meurned the death of Thomes Carlyle in verses chat
bobh exemplify Carlyle's own mannerisms and justly sssess his worth; Endghe,
moreover, ‘pald eloquent tfrlbute te W, T. Stead, at the time of his imprisonment
==-a Eribute as brosd-mindad and unparcchial as It was Christian.

Finally, to {llustrate the technlical competence and urbsnity of Maritime
poetry of "literary" inspiration, T shell give two gquotations from the work
of the youthful John Peter Allan., The firar iz in Spenszerian stanzes and Ls
part cof an "Apostrophe to Lord EByvron':



Thou plorious painter of cthe choughts that dwell

In the het brain of geniua, it was thine

To live in the delurion of a spell,

To delve {nte the demon-hsuvnbed mine

0f a forbidden region, end to twins

The brighteat laurels with Lhe CYDrGss ]_r_'.a*;n_‘:s.

Half-turned aalde frem lave and hope divine

By the sharp ating of appetite that wesves

The heartstrings in its pangs, like teres amld the sheaves,

Thy heart wassvolecang whilch dld cast

Iks Lawva forth concdnually o'er all

The fruitful themes of memory, cill at lsat

An awestruck world beheld the poet fall

[n ruing, where he scood to disenthrall

The prostrate Greelk; but an unwasting tomb

Is thine, 0 Byron! Henour is thy palll

A halo fame has shed arcund thy gloom,

And the moat Merciful has fixed thy fipsl decm.,,

as a specimen of Allan's blank verae, T give vou this brief extract From
"4 Dream of Descruction'':

cachnd I saw 8 lovely girl,
Begutiful as cChe dying glence of day,
kneel to her Lover,--ome whose warrior heart
Had never stoop'd to love but cnce; end now
Disease had wound him in her acaly folds,
and breathed her poisonous breathings Inco him. ..
Aand now, fleree p'er hie heert had come che flame
OFf wild delirvium; and he rav'd, and strove
To bear the dry white flesh:off hiz bones,
Crinning with clenched toceth, and cursing I1fe,
And her who had been more thap life eo him--
That patient one, who kissed away the drops
0f anguiah from his burning forshesd...

At least two thivds of the bogka of poetry published in the Maritcime
provinces between 1835 and 1880 sre permeaced with relipicus &nd moral content
and actitudes, These may be divided inte three cacegories: religious satire;
atories in verse, using both story #nd verse as &n excuse Eo introduce moral
and religious reflection; and religious lxrics and hymns,

The best rellglous satire occure in the poems of James Arvminiues Richew,
@ stout-hearted Anglican beleaguered by Bapbist and Methodfzt "walves" who
assalled hie flock, and in the work of the anenymous author of ¥No sect in Ll
Heaven, published in Saint Joha in 1868, 1In this sstire, the authsr envisages
members of various Maritime religious denominacicne gathered Cogether on che
near side of Jordsn, swaiting the final crossing. EZach speculates on the
demerits of his neighbour's sect and the merits of hia ocwn. The satirist
consludes with the vaice of & tolerant common sense:



I watched them long in my curicwus dresm,

Till they stood by che borders of the stream,
Then, just =& I thought, the two weys met,
But all the brethren were Calking vek,

And would talk on, £ill bthe heaving Eide
Carried them over, side by side;

Side Bw sgide, for the way was one,

The todleome journey of life was dane,

And Priest snd fuaker, and all wha died,

Coame owt s8like on the othear aids,

Ho forms; "or erpsses", or books had chew,
Ho gpowns aof silk, nor szuics of grey,

Fo precos to poide them, nor MES. .

For all had put co Christ's righbeousness,

The parvatives incorporating relipgicus controversy and moral preaching,
thowgh often good in particulars, are fallures as licerature--In almost every
case because the author failed to keep the balance between his own particular
views and the probability that life might be ordered obherwise,

Of religious lyrics, severzl successful mmns origiasted io the Maritime
provinces, one of the most notable being "From Ocean co Ocean" by the
Reverend Roberl Murrey. GSpace sllows me te glve only what I feel to be one
of the more succeaaful complex religfous lyrics, Alexander Rae Garvie's sommet:

Gest of all Lrees I leve che stately sombre pines,

Por in cheir solecm fugue cremendous trucths [ hear,

& creeping wind but coys wicth crembling ferns and vines;

The wide storms spurning Esrcth sweep through checetler &laar;;
&nd to the anclent pinea while pazsing by, they cry--

Utter our message unba man!  Chough he may resr

breve towers, yel #s5 old Babel they will ruined 1is,

But our Creator's steadfast city is on high,

Where auch as avercome om earth accept thedr crowms!

Thue doth wmy saul receive wind'= words whenever I

Like reed bow down; with cadence deep, faint doubt it drowns
And in the tossing wood the prophet pines proclaim

The dreadful nature of Hia Hebrew pame,

In light wverse, In which subject [s tocbally subordinate to technical
dexterity, Maritime nineteenth cenbury poetzs produced good worl. Jemes DeMille's
"Bweet Maid of Passsmaquoddy" is 2 classic of its kind=-a lesz well-known: work
af similar character iz Richacd Huntingdon's "The Memory of the Red Man™. More
gophiaticaced 1light verse is Lhat of Moses Wickerson's mockingly iromic
dezgeription of the burning of ald love letteras, '""The Heolocausi':

Those Llecters, innocently bald

In all their cender yearning,

Must now be tried like wirgin pald:
Yo, let chis maze of wealth unbcald
Be purlfied by burning,



There liea the svbstance and the sum
Af deathleas lowve recorded]

"Tis malk che [Firs: timse fajith hsse coame
From lock and kev to martyrdom

And gone to oet rewarded,

Jta ]:-:_1r|:,r in the firs miust die
Without a drop to guench ik,

The fleme must riot red and high;
The tear founts' rather scsnt supply’
Can lend ne ald to gquench 1.

That sweet, confiding, melting style,
Oh, how I coce enjoved it)

qowr, =28 L light the funersl pile

It would Be sacrlilege to amlle,

Yet how can I avoid iL]

The amile which T cannect conbrol
15 lesa praofene than stupid.

It [ssues frow an heonesc sowl
That sécs Lt incense wpward roll
Az pnonsense burned o Quedd.

Aahez co ashes, dust co dusi)

And new my hearc 1= lighter.

Did net thase tralctorous scrolls combust,
They might someday betray my trust,

As did their pretty weiter.

The {1lustrations T have given indicate that Maritime posts from 1825 co
1BBD were sccemplished verze-writers with a falr degree of aducation, with
morel earnestness, and ok Limas with & sense of homour,. It wust be confessed,
“however, that wery seldom did thoey succesd in achieving saclafscteory poecry.
Ta ane brought up on the great English poecs, their worl possesses real short-
coamin B,

Many of thelr defects stem from Chelr very wirtuea as writers. ‘They wrote
in straightforward sentences and clear-cut diction with little strsin in the
[inding of ugusual images or phrases, They did =0 becauwss theilr thoupht wes
limited, The world of morals and of aesthecics in whichk I'.]'LE:',' lived was a
black and white world--whichever colour they accepted, Wnat is most character-
izcic in their work iz che absaluce certainty of each writer as to che cruth of
what he or =she 13 stating. Such certainty Invarisbly produces rheteric rather
than poetry. EBhetoric iz more auaceptible to changea in teste thsn poetry, =nd
cn thia account Meritime poetry of the nineceenth century has suffered grestly
in ocur cwn time.

When ome 1s certain of the truth, one does not strain one's dmepinacion co
find fresh dmagea or phrases for It==the readiest end least suggestive of
ambipuity 1= the best. A&z a3 reault, we in the twantleth century snvy Maritime
poets of the nineteenth cantury thelr clear-cut convictlons, buet we [ind theis
blacks and whitea tooc simple colouringas for cur tastes, and we ars apt to dismiss
their work, however competent it s, sa shallow and cosmonplace--cerbainly much
toa shallow and commonplace for che complex world of ocur own time.
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A second impression given by a reading of Maritime poets is the uniformity
af treatment and technique=-=-a deminance of the {mpersonality of a convention
that has been so compleécely accepted that it dominates ita authors. Based om
the literary concept of using poetlc langusge to poink a moral or decorate a
beautiful theme, the poems of any number of Maritime poets could be written Dy
any number of other”Maritime posts of compereble skill influenced by the same
literary modele. Only occasionally does one note with pleasure a sharply
realized personal idicm==-notably in the poems of Alexander Fleming Little of
Trurc, Howva Scotls, whose poems published in T380 avidently {mmedlictely
praceded the premature death of their young author from tuberculoaia.

Maritime poetry, then, in the nineteenth century before REoharls, was
rhetoric--public poetry written for 2 cultivated audience of readerz who knew
what Eo Bxpect {n verse and who weve satfafled when they pot what they expected.
Longfellow is the supreme example of the kiond of excellence that suited them.
Almost always, however, Maritime poebs [afled where Longfellow succeeded.

They failed begause they cared btoo greptly abeut the moral and theclogical
problems Ehat their scedety had yet bo selve--problems which demanded 2 more
subble and complex form of expression than what was considered in the England
and America of their day to be che beat duized for peetry. (o this account,
their werk iz uneven and locongruaous, just as Tennyaon and Emerson ars unewven
end Incongruacus when Chey attempt to wrescle with problems beyond the limita of
the form they have allowed Lhemselves., It is no sccident that Maritime
nineteenth century poetry is best in werae on purely decoratiwe themes &nd in
light werse, apd that it falls most signallwy when It attempts to cackle the
moral and religious problems thec beaet ita society.

What caused the tenzicn thet Maritime poets of Che nineteenth century never
satisfactorily resolved? The asnswer lies in an extreme puritanism--a puritaniem
engendered a8 a result of a recail from the excessea of frontler life snd kept
alive by the emotional pressure of a Baptist church born of those excasszes.
Founded by Henry Alline, himsslf s poet, one wing of the Bapedist thurch capcured
g segment of Halifax intellectuale hesded by Edmund Grawley, and with the
founding of Horteon Academy (later Acadizs University) in 1828, this religionm
dgguired #nd maintained a positlon in the intellestunal 1life of the Maritimes
that impinged upon the views of 1ts rivals, Presbvterians, Methodists, and even
Anglicans. Tts strongest manifestation by mid-century was the temperance move-
ment which by that time had become inter-denominationsl in scope., The rasult
of expressing temperasce polemics in litersry forms used by the Victorian hefrs
of romanticiam for balanced statements of conventionsl truths and for decoration
was lncongrulty, bathos, and sencimentality., A geod example is the fellowing
stanzaa from Vesper Chimes, by Phoebe M1lls, published in Halifax in LB7Z:

«anilBs for z2ll her glowing dreams,
Her new-found joys where are they now
Opon her cheok sheme'a hectic gleasms,
A hat Flush mantles o'er her brow.
What is it remds her feelings =of
What 1s it wounds her woman's prida?t
A, she has learnsd the cruth fo lknow,
She 1ds & woderat s drinker's bride., ..
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When one considers the drinkins habits of our Meritime sncestors, the last Line
was not nedrly so anti-climactic inm 1872 as it is Codsy,

Many Maritime poets, particularly MNova Scatians, reached similar nadirs of -
incongruity. The sublime cccurs im the work of o man whe bad the capsclty to
become & true post, 5.0, Fultom published in Amherst, W.5,, in L2873, Red Tarno,
ar the Visfon of the Lake: a Thrlllisg Temperance Posm [o Jourteen Centcs. In
this poem, the poot's horror of aloohol stimulates him Eo Miltonic vwislen of &
hellish lake:

The shores, not pebble=strewn end white with shells,
But of unearcthly shades, uncouthly mixed, ==

A mottled epast, and strangely demen-11ike;

And darkly drooping flags were growing thers,

Hung with filtowr tufts weshed from the slimy Tocks--
The rocks of Tarn. And, darting here snd there,
Down in the dreadful deep, were serpents huge

With deedly =ztings; end hrdra-monsters, too,

Thelr glaring eves would show, and open wide

Their horrid jaws; and ever and anon,

& conflictk would esnsue,--che Llake would Toam

4nd surge for mlles swsy,==the reptiles all

At war==~when blood =nd poilscn, mingling, flowed!

iier the lake hung clouds, and the clouds are slgnlficantly svombaolile:

And clouds eng a'er of weirdly wizard shape;--
And some, like sulphur waves by tempest lashed;
Others, like ragged reeling hoste at war;
Othera, Like widow trafna and crohen bande,
Wailing for their Lost: And some were waried,
Made of divers gooda and broken Irsgments;--
Tears crystallized, snd zet Iin cherub'szs zves;
And broken skulls znd broken humsn hearcs!

There were othera, bold, distinct, and lurid,
Like barren islands standing oub in hell,

Where helpless wives and Eranbic bushbands, Lost,
fesmed sEretching cut their arms aénd hands for help;--
But, over all, the lowering blood=red mist!

Few would guestion the power wich which Fulton conjures wp his aymbolic wislon
of the enviromeent of the alechelically damnad., Imaginablon has heen wedded to
L':'IﬂTEIit}T i a4 manne? uvndreamed of [:'.'I" the aulhar of "The Moderabe Drinkes's
Bride", But even in Fulton the congruity batween theme and form wery soon breals
down, Witness the following passage a fow pages farther on in Red Tarn:

«as.legizlacors, rize!l
Btrike for full freedom and immortal fame,
Heser the laad call for Prohibibtion! Heod!
Ti1l this esrth--perchance, firse fallen, first arise)
Then, highest name--a Nova Scobisn,
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In the light of the foregoing fllustrationa, which are typleal of a larpe masy
of published poetry in the Maritimea, T cammot accept Ray Palmer Baker's
sbatement thal "However greatly Puritanism hes afnee affecczd religions, soccial,
and cifvie institutions, it fs 1ittle more than &n incident it the cwolatlan of
Cansdfan licerature." The positive artditude sngendered taward social morality
by the supporters and opponents of puritanism contributed more then any obher
alngle factor to the failure of ninetesnth century poetoy in the Maritimes
before Roberts. Tt gave both too extreme convictlions and too great certainty af
rightness, leading poets to overvelue pontent and to yndervelue form of
expression in verse. Where certelnbics are evaliable, the I{magination L& not
greatly stimulated, and the current postic form required fmaginative ability of
a high aorder to redeem it from conventlonality,

Wiy then d1d Roberts asd Carman escape from the conventionality or the
incenpgruity which vitfated the work of cheir prececeascrs? The esvly Roberta
was 83 derdvative =5 his predscessora; he was no better cducated and no better
equipped technically than at lesst & dosen poeta who had written im the
preceding helf-century; the enviromment of Fredericton cowld be duplicsbed
culturally in such places as Windzor, Hova Scotla, Wolfville, and Haldfax,

The answer to Roberts' success liez, T belicve, in a luclky accldent: the
change in the climste of literéture In Greal Bricain simoltanecus with an
easlng af the pressure of puritanise, The +ise iy Walfrille of John Federic
Herbln, a poet of egual merit to Bobarts in che prom of regional deseription,
shows that Roberts" achievement was not altogether an lsolated sct of genius.

Through George Parkin, Roberts came into cnthuaiaslic contact with the pre-
Raphaslite movement in Britiszh roeitry. This movement--gasentially a Form of
werd-painting--forced the poet from dircct stetement of mordl and religious
themes to Iadirect expression, using the landseape ma & correlative. TForm
Ehuz removed from the pressure of diTect emctiomel exprassion’ demsnded more
concentration upon the correlative and lezz upon the thems which called L
forth. At the very tisme that Imegination was ecalled for, emotional cantrol
was made easier. Moreover, the Cansdisn landseape was even better fitted than
the English for the kind of effecks which pre-Raphaslitism demended, Here at
last was a literery traditiaon chat did not give an cpportunity for the unresolved
problems of Maritime soclety to witfate §tc poebtoy, AL the aame time as this
literary revolution occurred, the prablems of puritanism became less acute,

A generation after the entrance of the Maritimes lnto Confaderation, there
was greater ectmomic hope, more social stebility, and an incressing number of
channels other than drilnk and sex into which Maritimers might channel their
dctivities. The consequence was the rise in the Maritimes o & Literesry
movement that affected Canads sg & whele, A rise made passible largely becauseo
poets Like those whose work 1 have queted had popularized and made respectable
the craft of verse-making in the Maritimes. Had Roberts, Cerman, Herbin, ar
Shermen lived a genseraticn earlier, it is hard to sse how they could have
bettered the work of Peter John Allan, Alexender Rae Gervie, ar

Alexander Fleming Little, men their intellectusl gquals and as devoted to
poetry az they.

I have dwelt at gonsiderable length on liccie-known Maritime poets. Out
af :thia aurvey certaln problems of interest to Bibliographers emerge. Why have

-

Canadisn anthelogists and literary critics in che twentieth cenbury neplectod
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the poets 1 have mentioned? The admitted mediccrity of their werk cen be no
anawer as these eritics and anthologists have bestowed & good deal of attentlon
upen Oliver Goldsmith, Charles Sangster, and Cherles Heavysege--#5 medlocre posts
as can be Found In the history of any nation., The answer lies partly in Lhe
colonialism of the cricica and anthologists snd partly in the lack of availability
of the books of authors of a purely lacel reputation, amd of infermation about
them: in other words, in the state of Canadlan vegesrch facilities at presant.

0liver Goldsmith, Charles Sengster, and Charles Heawvyaege were fortunate
enough Lo have recelved favoursble reviews from reputable Bricleh snd american
periodicals at the time when thelr worke were published; the peets 1 have mentioned
were lgnorgd abroad. Such [actors in Canadfan acsdemic circles are stil]l sufflelent
establleh a cancn. :

There 18 no complete list in existence of pipeCeenth century peoetry titles
by Maribtime authora, Within a few montha of undertaking research, 1 found in
Kova SBcobla alone-more than twenty titles not mentioned in Lhe K, E. Watters’
Checklisk. Bven when the existence of 8 ook 1s ¥nown, it is not oiten @asy
of access. There is no comprehensive centrs]l library in Canads where research
can be conducted with & reasonable degres of theroughness although the Deminion
Archives is aiming to beceome such a centre. As a resullb, the researcher la
compelled to move from place to place or to procure endless volumes Chrough
inter-librdary losn, AlLl this requires time =nd expense--time and expense often
not justified after the book has been procured and found to contaim, as often
happens, nothing bhat can add ta dne's koowledge of the period.

The neglect of nineteenth century Maritime poebs who enjoved & purely
local reputstion has led to the meane of finding out relevant personal delails
of their lives becoming more snd more difficult. Data still exist, buricd
in the files aof local vewapsapers, and obltuwaries provide excellent clues to
TEACENVET Y, 'I_.'nl::JrLunEl.I:l:]_':,', [ew Libraries have indexead r:-hltu.sry |'|.l3t:|.CEE:, and 1E
is necessary [or che researcher Co conduct the time-consunliog and bafifliog
search of files te establish even such simple matters as Ehe dates of aubhors®
deatha. A grest deal more slementary research nesds to be deone before anything
like &n sdecuate .estimste of the role of the literacture in the life of the
people of the Maritcimes can bhe assessed.

Ie the work of [inding nineteenth century Maritime poets and of bringing
Lheir woark Lo criCical attenbicn important? Why not be content with the limited
conon proserved at present? Why moltiply mediocricy? Woy gather, in micrefilm
or some obher form, all Canadiam bocks ever prioted into one place? Why index
the obituaries of men and weomen whose reputationms never travelled more than
two hundred miles from their birthelace?

The answer to these guestions lies entirely in the intrinsic wvalue which
Ganadians are willing to place upon learning the truth about their origins. I
feel that diatastetul therapy, that & full knowledge of one's past is neceaszsry
Lo enable us to understand and sstimste litervary achievement., A faulty knowledgs
of one's past isaptto lead to error, regardlesa of the intellipence whlch Lz
applied £o it. A, G. Bailey'a "Creative Moments In the Culture of the Maritime
Provinces™ is a brilliant bit of deduction from the facts at Professor Bailev's
dlepesal and has been an extremely infleential essay in the histery of Canadian
literary criticism.

to
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Desmond Pacey's Creative Writing ip Capada and Wilfred Eggleston's The Frontbier
in fanadian Litersture are acknowledgedly indebted o it. Yet in the Light of
what I have discovered, I Cesl that this thesis requires modification,

Bailew believes that when people sre organizec dntao new commenibies, the
new zccipl end cultural patterns formed develop ztresses and tensions which
become wltimately resolved by crestive effarts which transcend them snd briog
into being something completely new, The Lranscending solutlan can come Crom
within the 5n¢iﬂty {Ezal F ﬂndfu: from withauk, He appiies this thesis Eo bEhe
Mowa Scotia of the 1830"s and to the Few Brunswick of the 1880%s.

Accordling to Relley, the [lvst flowering of literature [n Ehe Maritimes
waa Iin the work of Howe and Baliburten fn Kova Scobfn in the 1830's. This
movement was politfcal because Che early Kova Scolian Censions were poelitical.
Affter Howesmand Haliburton and after the granting of respomsible goverument,
Rowa Bcotians ceased Eo be creative literarily and Wova Scotia dropped out of
the liferacy scene.

What thids theala fgnores (s that Howe and Haliburben in CLheir religious
atcitude were atypleal Wova Scatbiansz; consequently the impihpement of
Puritanism upon their work {5 minimal. Literature in Nove Scotla, a=z T have
shown, did mot cease with Howe snd Haliburteon:; 1t only cessed to galon a
reputation abrozd, Reliziows and moral problems, 53 acute and unsetcling
as the peliticsl, remained to plague the writers snd failed to produce a
comparable creative flowering, slthough a great many more words were expended
upen them than were ever wrltiten abouk Hovo Beotian poelitics.

Professor Balley regards Fove Scocis as one literary unit and Kew
Erunswick az another. He explzsins that cn account of 1ts lakber arigins, Lhe
greacer clificulty of internsl communicatbfcn, bthe elffect af Che Limber brade,
and che deyvelopwent of two ¥ew BrunsWick metropalitan centresz, New Brunswick
was fifcy wears later than Nova Beotia in developing a comparable literary
movement, By that bime, the chief tenzionz were mot politicsl but culturel
--henece Boberts and Carman.

This Eheory is ingeniousz and attractive, but literature in the Maritimes
throughout the nineteenth century was cme wnit rather than two., Wrikters in
both provinces published st esch other's metropolitan centres; very often they
moved from one province to another, Readers read newspapers, magazines, snd
bocks produced In both provinees; nor is there any difference in over=sll
literary gualicy [n the praduction of FKoew Brunswick and ¥ova Scotlan posts
Ehroughout the greater part of bhe century.

Bailev's thesis ignores the moral and religious ferment of the Maribime
provinces, the slackening of which wea necessary befere slgnificanl pootroy
eould be developed; nor does It plve sufficlent weight to the derivative nsture
of Roberts' early work. 1 feel that the rise of pre-Raphaelitiesm in England
morTe Ehan amy other factor caused bhe peoetic seed so abundsntly sown throughouk
the cepntury ta come to 1ts flowering In the I8280's, and thab the aceidemtal
presence of Parkin in Fredericton rather than im Windzor oF Woelfellle led to
Roberte' hecoming the first of aeveral blooms,
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The forepoing is enly £ tentstive study of a subject on which & great deal
more resesrch {3 to be dope, but it does suggest that cur anthelogles and
literary histories do not give a true picturc of the intellectual life of the
Meritimes in the nineteenth century, and that a greab deal more research iv
necesaery befere anything like the truth about our past will be known. In that
truth, [ predict the lacal poets who flourished in che Maritimes from 1823 to
1880 will play a modest but aignificant role.

Fed Cogprtl



